76           CAUSES  OF  THE  NIPAL  WAR.

opinion of their entire invulnerability in the hills
prevailed** The advocates of war, indeed, argued
that by remaining in their native fastnesses, and
issuing thence on predatory excursions into the
plains, a state of war could be made even more
profitable and advantageous, than peace would
be with the loss of the power of encroaching with
impunity.

The Goorkhas, as before stated, came to this
resolution in April; they gave, N however, no inti-
mation of their hostile intentions, and answered
the Governor-General's letter on the subject of
Bootwul and Sheeoraj, by mere common-place as-
surances of respect, and of a desire to keep on
a good understanding with the British, omitting
all mention of the specific subject in discussion.

In the mean time, Sir Roger Martin, the Gou~
rukpoor Magistrate, receiving no orders from
Katmandoo for the evacuation of the disputed
districts, addressed the commanding officer at the
station; and on the expiration of the period,
three companies marched to occupy the lands.
The Goorkha officers retired before them, without
making the slightest opposition. For nearly a
month, too, that the troops remained in the
Turaee, they attempted nothing; but suffered the

* Vide jn the Appendix a curious report of the opinions of
some of the chiefs, as forwarded to the Palpa governor, with
instructions to prepare for war*